
SQA Assessments & Alternative 
Certification Model



WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE 
CERTIFICATION MODEL?

• This year, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the SQA exam diet for subjects at 
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher has been cancelled.

• Instead, teachers have been asked by the SQA to use assessments completed in school 
as evidence of pupils ability.  

• Originally two assessment windows were planned, January and May. However, the 
second lockdown meant that we were unable to complete the January assessments.

• We were not allowed to conduct assessments remotely and the focus of lockdown 
learning was on the progression of SQA courses.

• This means that our assessments in May will form the best evidence we have for a pupils 
ability and as a result will have more weight than assessments completed earlier in the 
year.  This is because you have now completed the full course.



HOW DOES THE ALTERNATIVE 
CERTIFICATION MODEL WORK?

• Pupils will sit a range of assessments that cover the courses that they have been studying.

• In setting assessments, teachers will follow the most up to date SQA course requirements and use the 2020-21 
subject specific guidance on assessment.

• Pupils assessment papers will be cross marked (several teachers involved in marking, not just one) using 
marking instructions that conform to national standards. This is part of our Quality Assurance (QA) procedures.

• Moderation meetings (further QA) will take place where partner schools review and discuss pupils 
(anonymised) work to check against the national standards so that a confident decision takes place on the 
allocation of marks.

• Partner schools will also ensure that appropriate assessment methods have been applied.

• This ensures that across Scotland, pupils are awarded a grade that reflects the national standards.  So, an A in 
Wick will be of the same standard as an A in Aberdeen.



WHAT SHOULD PUPILS EXPECT?

Assessments will be carried out in class under exam conditions.  This is a requirement of the SQA.

Equipment/Stationary which is not allowed in the assessment classroom:

• Phone/Smart watch/electronic devices
• Notes/books/papers
• Calculator (except in specified exams)
• Dictionary (except in specified exams)

Pupils will be asked to put such equipment in their schools bags and leave them at the front of the room.

Those who have alternative assessment arrangements will have those in place and some will sit their assessments in 
separate accommodation.

The assessments will take place over a number of periods and in some cases the courses will be split into a number of 
shorter assessments. Your teacher will explain to you how each subject is being split up.



EXAM CONDUCT

With exams having been cancelled in 2020, some of you will not have completed formal assessments 
before.

It is important that everyone conducts themselves appropriately so that all pupils get the opportunity to 
complete the assessments to the best of their ability.

Conduct which is NOT allowed:

• Disruptive behaviour in the assessment (including talking)
• Moving around the assessment classroom without permission
• Using offensive language on your assessment papers
• Copying or attempting to copy/share work
• Discussing or sharing the content of any assessment papers.  This includes sharing with family, friends 

or on social media.



WHAT IF MY CHILD MISSES 
AN ASSESSMENT?

If your child is unwell and unable to sit the planned assessment, you need to tell us by 
contacting the school office.

If there is a valid reason for missing the assessment, it may be re-arranged with an alternative 
paper.

A valid reason would be, for example bereavement, self isolation following a positive COVID 
test, illness/injury that requires medical attention.

There are no exceptional circumstances in 2021 and so all pupils must be able to meet the 
assessment standards of the qualification in order to gain a course award.  Judgements must 
be based on the evidence we have of a pupils demonstrated attainment.



RESULTS OF MAY ASSESSMENTS & 
PROVISIONAL GRADES

Marked assessment scripts will not be returned to pupils.

The SQA is very clear that assessment materials/resources that the school is using must be kept secure.  Giving 
pupils sight of their completed assessments compromises the security of both the question papers and the 
marking instructions.

Pupils will not be given their grades until all quality assurance measures have been completed.  We expect this to 
be the end of June where grades will be shared with pupils and their parents. 

School must submit the provisional grades to the SQA by 25th June.

To determine provisional grades, the teams of teachers involved in each subject will use the best available 
evidence from assessments (quality not quantity).  Considerations of course coverage, content covered and when 
a particular assessment was completed can all be taken into account.

Any grade given to a pupil by the school is provisional until the SQA issues final awards on 10th August 2021.



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 
THE ASSESSMENTS?

Teachers will be involved in Quality Assurance processes that ensure provisional grades are fair and 
accurate.

The whole school will change timetable on Monday 14th June.  Until then pupils will be able to access 
online materials to help them prepare for their chosen subjects next session or to revise for any 
further assessments.  Pupils will be supervised in their existing classes.

Once staff are confident that no further evidence needs to be gathered, pupils who intend to leave 
school this year may collect a leavers form from their Guidance teacher.

SQA certificates will be issued on Tuesday 10th August 2021.  To also receive a text message or email, 
sign up to MYSQA by 5pm on Wednesday 21st July.

It is also important that you update us with any changes to your address.  This means we can ensure 
that your certificate arrives with you on 10th August.

https://www.mysqa.org.uk/cs8/content/secure/my_homepage.jsp



