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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to our latest newsletter.  This is a very busy term for all our pupils in the senior school who are 
completing their coursework and assessments in preparation for SQA exams in May.  We are also preparing 
our course choices for next session and options forms will be available for pupils in early March. 
 
The new school is still on schedule for completion in mid-September 2016 with the plan for all pupils and 
staff to move into the building after the October break.  In preparation for this move we are changing the 
time of our school day to enable both the primary and secondary pupil to use the communal dining areas but 
have different lunchtimes.  More details of the new times are given below. 
 
Some parents will be receiving this letter in electronic format to help us reduce photocopying costs.  If you 
have not already signed up for an electronic newsletter but would wish to do so please e-mail us at 
wick.high@highland.gov.uk and we will add you to the circulation list. 
 
Please get in touch if we can be of assistance or if you have issues to discuss. 

Staffing Changes 
 

Mr Grant MacKenzie has recently been appointed to 
the position of Depute Headteacher with 
responsibility for Pupil Support.  Mr MacKenzie is 
a former Principal Teacher of Guidance in the 
school and has for the past year been undertaking 
the duties of Acting Depute Headteacher.  We wish 
him well in his new role. 
 
We currently have a vacancy in the Geography 
Department.  Ms Jenni Beaton resigned from her 
teaching post at Christmas and despite advertising 
the position we have been unsuccessful in recruiting 
to this post.  The Local Authority will be meeting 
with our Headteacher in mid-February to consider 
strategies for filling this vacancy and a vacant 
Maths post which we have been covering since 
August 2015. 

February 2016 Edition 
Dates for your diary: 

Monday 1st February—Friday 12th February  

Prelims 

Monday 15th February— Wednesday 17th 
February Long weekend/In-service 

Wednesday 9th March—S3 Parents’ 
Evening 

Friday 11th March—S4, S5 & S6 Reports 
issued 

Thursday 17th March—S2 Parents’ 
Evening 

Thursday 24th March—Friday 8th April 

Easter Holidays 

Monday 11th April—Summer Term begins 

Monday 6th June—In-service 

School closed to pupils 

Wednesday 25th May—S1 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 7th June—Timetable change 

Friday 1st July—School Closes for Summer 
break 

School Web-site 
 

We continue to publish our latest news and infor-
mation on our school web-site which can be found 
at www.wickhighschool.org. 
You can keep up to date with events by following 
@wickhigh on Twitter and by liking our Facebook 
account. 



Revision to our School Day 
 

As we prepare to move to our new school in October 2016, we propose to change our curriculum structure 
and school day from June 2016.  
 
Last session we changed our curriculum to allow pupils in S4 to study six National Qualifications rather 
than five.  In addition we introduced choice into the S3 curriculum.  We worked on a 32 period week which 
meant that in S4 our pupils had less time in English and Mathematics than they had in their other subjects. 
 
We are now proposing that we move to a 35 period week from June 2015.  This will ensure that all courses 
in S4 have the same number of periods and that pupils can continue to study six National qualifications in 
the senior school.  
 
Moving to 35 periods will also mean that we will not need to run the asymmetrical week we had this session 
in which we had two days with 7 periods and 3 days with 6.  This has proved confusing for some pupils.     
 
Discussions with our pupils revealed that they preferred the 7 period days as the periods were slightly 
shorter. 
 
By moving to a 35 period week, we will be able to have greater flexibility to create double periods within 
the school day which are particularly advantageous for practical based subjects.  
 
Having a 7 period day also allows us to plan for our lunch to start at 1.10 pm which will mean that we will 
be able to share the dining facilities in the new school with Newton Park Primary School.  The primary 

Proposed School Day for Session 2016-17 

7 Period Day 

  Start Finish 

Registration 9.00 am 9.10 am 

Period 1 9.10 am 9.55 am 

Period  2 9.55 am 10.40 am 

Break 10.40 am 10.55 am 

Period 3 10.55 am 11.40 am 

Period 4 11.40 am 12.25 pm 

Period 5 12.25 pm 1.10 pm 

Lunch 1.10 pm 1.55 pm 

Period 6 1.55 pm 2.40 pm 

Period 7 2.40 pm 3.30 pm 



Our Proposed Curriculum Model 
We identify; 
S1-3 as the "Broad General Education" Phase and S4-6 as the “Senior Phase”. 
 
Broad General Education  
All pupils will experience a common curriculum in S1 and S2.  
Our S1/S2 curriculum will be structured as follows: 
 

Our S3 curriculum will some opportunities for choice to allow learners to specialise.  Within 
each curricular area learners will be able to study subject areas.  For example, within the 
social subject areas, they will have a choice of History, Geography or Modern Studies.  Each 
curricular area will be taught for 3 periods.  There will be an additional time available within 
the week to allow pupils to study two additional options from any curricular area.   
 
Senior Phase S4-S6  
Senior Phase extends across 3 years with exit points as appropriate to individual pupils. In S4 
pupils may study up to 6 subjects including Maths and English ensuring all pupils leave 
school with a qualification in these two areas. In S5/6 pupils can study up to 6 subjects at 
National 4 and 5 level and 5 subjects at Higher. By viewing S4-S6 as an integrated phase 
pupils build on their qualifications over the three years.  
 
The curricular models we are currently developing will be finalised following the next Parent 
Council meeting on Wednesday March 9th where our curriculum plans will be an item on the 
agenda.  Parents are most welcome to attend this meeting.  
 
 

S1/S2 Curriculum – broad and balanced with a focus on Level 3 Experiences &  
Outcomes 

Subject area 
Periods per 

week 
Curricular Area 

English 5 Languages and Literacy 

Maths 5 Mathematics and Numeracy 

French 3 Languages and Literacy 

Social Subjects 4 Social Studies 

Sciences 4 Sciences 

Art & Design/Music 4 Expressive Arts 

Technical/Home Economics 4 Technologies 

Business Studies/Computing 1 Technologies 

Religious & Moral Education 2 Religious and Moral Education 



Attendance and Absence Procedures 
One of our priorities for this session is to improve our attendance figures.  Our annual attendance 
statistics for last session was 88% which is one of the lowest in Highland Secondary Schools.   
 
We know that there is a clear link between attendance at school and pupil attainment; pupils who have 
gaps in their attendance can find aspects of school difficult. It is therefore important that parents, pupils 
and school staff work together to support attendance for all pupils. Parents have a responsibility to 
ensure that children attend school regularly. School staff have a responsibility to review attendance to 
identify patterns of non-attendance and to take appropriate steps to improve attendance. 
 
What to do if your child is absent from school due to illness or exceptional family circumstances 
 
Please contact the school on the first day of absence by phoning 01955 603333 or by emailing to 
wick.high@highland.gov.uk. It would be helpful to us if you could phone or  email ear ly in the 
morning; we have someone on duty from 8.15 am. If possible say how long you think your child may be 
absent for.  If we do not receive an explanation for the absence we are obliged by the Scottish 
Government to record the absence as truancy. 
 
When your child has been absent from school he/she must bring a note on return to school to confirm 
the reason for the absence. This note should be handed to the registration teacher during registration. 
This is an example of the type of note which is helpful to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What should 
you do if you are worried about your child’s attendance? 
 
If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s attendance then please contact your child’s Guidance 
Teacher by telephoning the school office.  Your child’s Guidance Teacher will be able to discuss the 
concerns with you and may be able to offer some practical support to ensure that the young person is 
able to attend school on a more regular basis.  

 Address 
 18th January 2016 

Dear Mrs Mackay 
 
My daughter, Emily Banks, 1N, was absent from Tuesday 12th January until Thurs-
day 14th January as she had tonsillitis. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Elizabeth Banks (Mother) 


