
Work Unit – Close Reading 

 
1. Match the question types below: (3 marks) 

 

Understanding                      How effectively the writer is saying 

something 

 

Analysis    What the writer is saying 

 

Evaluation   How the writer is saying something 

 

 

2. Which of the following question types are Understanding questions and 

which are Analysis questions? Write the codes A and U beside the 

statements below. (2 marks) 

 

 Word choice 

 

 Own words 

 

 Link 

 

 Imagery 

 

 Contrast / difference / 

change 

 

 

3.  When is the only time you don’t write answers in your own words in 

a close reading question? (1 mark) 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

4.  What is the formula for Own Words questions? (3 marks) 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 Summarise 

 

 Context 

 

 Tone 

 

 Sentence structure 

 

 Punctuation 

 
 



5.   Answer the question below by applying the own words formula step 

by step, as you would in an exam.  

 

MINISTERS are set to raise the school leaving age in England 

to 18, triggering another devolution flashpoint with Scotland, 

where the legal age is to remain at 16. Teenagers south of the 

Border who leave school before 17 in 2013 or 18 in 2015 will 

face fines and ASBOs if they do not go into training or take up 

an apprenticeship, Ed Balls, the Schools Secretary, said 

yesterday.  

   

 In your own words explain why the leaving age for school pupils is 

“triggering” a conflict in Britain.  (2 marks) 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

6. What is the formula you would apply if you got a ‘summarise’ 

question? (2 marks) 

 

1.____________________________________________

_____________________________________________  

 

2.____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

7. Answer the following question applying the summarise formula step 

by step. 

 

A crisis in the teaching profession means that the government is 

investing in a massive advertising campaign to attract young graduates 

into the profession. “Many teachers are simply at retirement age with 

not enough trainees to take their place, said Kathy Field, a 

spokesperson for the EIS, Scotland’s largest teaching union.” However, 

graduates are choosing other career paths with higher wages that are 

perceived as being of a higher status. Some teachers have also come to 



the conclusion that the hectic pace of modern education plus the 

challenge of unruly pupils, means they are leaving the profession for 

other, easier alternatives.” 

 

Summarise why there is a shortage of teachers in Scotland.  (3 marks) 

(Remember to use your own words and give the number of points 

according to the number of marks!) 

______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________

8. What is the formula for a context question? (3 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

9. Explain what the word ‘heinous’ means and how the context of this 

word makes this clear. (3 marks) 

(Remember to apply the three steps of the formula!!) 

 

Even the most hardened detectives considered this a heinous crime. 

Every police force was involved in following every lead and checking 

the file of every violent criminal on record. Never in the history of 

Scotland had a murder trial attracted so much hysterical publicity. 

Headlines declared Black ‘a heartless beast’. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 



10. What is the formula for a link question? (4 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

11. Explain how the underlined sentence acts as a link in the writer’s 

argument.  (2 marks) 

 

When the sun sank down it was luxury to sit in the perfumed air and 

forget that there was any world but these enchanted islands. It was 

such ecstasy to dream, and dream – till you got a bite. A scorpion bite. 

Then the first duty was to get up out of the grass and kill the 

scorpion; and the next to bathe the bitten place with alcohol and the 

next to resolve to keep out of the grass in future. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

12. What is the formula for a word choice question? (4 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

13. The atmosphere in the following passage is depressing and gloomy. 

Explain how the writer’s use of effective word choice helps to convey this 

atmosphere. (4 marks)  

 



Back in the main trench, I stood on the fire-step to watch the sky 

whitening. Sad and stricken the country emerged. I could see the 

ruined village below the hill and the leafless trees that waited like 

sentries up by Contalmaison. Down in the craters the dead water took 

a dull gleam from the sky. I stared at the tangles of wire and the 

leaning posts, and there seemed no sort of comfort left in life. My 

steel hat was heavy on my head while I thought how I’d been on leave 

last month. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

14. What is the formula for a sentence structure question? (3 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

15.  Show how the author’s sentence structure indicates the suddenness 

of the shooting and also presents the last moments of the victim, 

realistically. (4 marks) 
 

Boldwood had turned quickly, taken one of the guns and at once fired 

it at Troy. Troy fell. The distance apart of the two men was so small 

that the charge of shot did not spread in the least, but passed like a 

bullet into his body. He uttered a long guttural sigh- there was a 

contraction- an extension- then his muscles relaxed, and he lay still. 

 



 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

16. What is the formula for a contrast / change question? (6 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

17. What conflicting opinions do people hold about the recent popularity 

for keeping miniature dogs?  (4 marks) 

 
 

The celebrity craze for miniature dogs has divided people in the way 

only animal rights issues have. Those who adore the pocket size 

pooches claim they are the perfect pet for urban environments, 

needing only limited exercise and living space. Breeders of Chihuahuas 

and petite poodles view them as the pinnacle of canine beauty, ‘They 

distil all the fine physical attributes of the great breeds into an 

exquisite, little package,’ cooed Nancy Baumer, a successful L.A. 

supplier. Vets however are concerned by congenital defects caused by 

generations of in-breeding, and claim many of the dogs are ill-treated, 

despite their high cost. “These dogs look freakish and many suffer 

due to deformities. Sadly some folks see them as fashion accessories, 

not as living beings. Small dogs need exercise and care like any other 

pets.” 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 



_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

18. What is the formula for a tone question? (3 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 

19. a) Identify the tone of this passage. (1 mark) 

b) Explain which features of language the author uses to re-enforce  

this tone. (2 marks) 
 

 Miller leaned forward and began to talk. 

“I’ve listened to you and your twisted mouthings till I’m sick to my 

guts. What you did sickened and revolted the whole of civilised 

mankind and left my generation a heritage of shame to live down 

that’s going to take us all the rest of our lives.” 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

20(a). What is the formula for an imagery question? (6 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 



20(b). What are the three main types of imagery?  Give a brief   

explanation of what each of these is. (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

21.  Comment on the effectiveness of the imagery used in describing 

the snow (2 marks) 
 

The rain fell thickly and fast in front of the windscreen as we headed 

up the mountain. We knew that the higher we travelled, the more 

impassable the road would become. As we ascended, the rain became 

snow. As we climbed higher and higher, the snow lay around us like a 

sleeping giant, silent yet deadly. I knew that soon, we must reach the 

summit. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

22. What is the way to answer an analysis question? Underline the 

correct answer. (1 mark) 

 

 With a bullet point  

 With a point and quote which is evaluated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23.  Match the following:  

 

Statements     

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

Commands 

 

 

 

 

 

Exclamations 

 

 

 

 

 

Minor Sentences 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Give an example of the following: (6 marks) 

 

 A statement 

 

 A question 

 

 A rhetorical question 

 

Don’t have a verb. These are short. 

Typical of informal language. 

Express excitement / surprise. Do not 

always contain a verb. Usually begin with 

‘what’ or ‘how.’ End in an exclamation mark 

or full stop. Create an emotive or 

dramatic tone. 

Tell you something. End in a full stop. If a 

passage is made up of these alone it may 

have a calm and impersonal tone. Most 

writing is made up of these. 

These ask something. They challenge 

the reader or show the uncertainty of 

the writer. They aim to stir strong 

feelings in the reader, e.g. anger. They 

create an emotive tone and always end 

with a question mark. 

End with a full stop or exclamation mark. 

They create a feeling of talking directly 

to the reader. These tell you something 

and are commonly used in advertisements. 



 A command 

 

 An exclamation 

 

 A minor sentence 

 

 

25.  Match the following: (2 marks) 

 

Simple Sentence Contains one verb. Communicates quickly 

and frequently used by children. 

 

Complex Sentence Contains several verbs and therefore 

several clauses. Use in more formal 

language. 
 

 

26.  What is inversion and give an example (2 marks.) 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

27.  Describe what the climax is in a sentence and give an example  

(2 marks) 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

28.  What three types of punctuation are used for parenthesis?  

(3 marks) 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

29.  What is the purpose of parenthesis? (1 mark) 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

30.  Match the following: (6 marks) 

 

Commas      ,   

 

 

 

 

Colon   : 

 

 

 

 

Semi-colon ; 

 

 

 

 

Inverted commas “ ” 

 

 

 

 

A dash  _  

 

 

 

 

A hyphen -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 31. What is Sibilance and give an example. (2 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Joins two words to make a 

compound word or indicates a split 

word at the end of a line. 
 

Can function like a colon to 

introduce a quotation, list, 

explanation, elaboration, summing 

up; two of these can indicate 

parenthesis. 

These mark quotations, direct 

speech, foreign words or words 

used in an unusual way. Italics can 

sometimes be used instead of 

these. 

Finishes off one part of a sentence. 

It may be used instead of a 

conjunction to separate two clauses 

in a sentence. 

Introduces a list or quotation, an 

explanation or elaboration, or is used 

to sum something up. There will 

often be a balance between the two 

parts of a sentence it divides. 

Separates phrases and clauses in a 

sentence. A number of these may 

indicate a list in the sentence. 



 

32. What is Assonance and give an example. (2 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

33. What is Alliteration and give an example. (2 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

34. What is Onomatopoeia and give an example. (2 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

35. Name two things can ellipsis indicate? (2 marks) 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

36. What is the formula for answering an Evaluation question? (1 mark) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 
 


